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Objective:

To discover what maps tell about the people who drew them; to illustrate that different groups of people within the communities or organisations have different perceptions; and to demonstrate the validity of these different views and the importance of acknowledging and understanding multiple perspectives and priorities within communities and organisations
Time:

1–2 hours, depending on the number of examples given for analysis 

Materials:

Prepared maps copied onto coloured paper, flip charts, marker pens  
Procedure:

· Select some maps that were drawn by local people during actual field situations. These may be either resource maps or social maps prepared by different groups of local people (e.g. young/old, rich/poor, men/women, etc.). These should be organised in advance and photocopied onto A4 paper. Make sure there are enough copies for all participants. 

· Distribute copies to participants arranged in buzz groups. Ask them to analyse the diagrams, then consider two questions:

· What do the maps reveal about the area or issues?

· What do they tell about the people who constructed them?

· Comments should be presented back to plenary, using the flip charts to write down the main points. 

Tips and options: 

· Examples should be chosen that show different views of the same reality. The following assignment has been successfully used to illustrate this.
Assignment:
Maps of a village in Sierra Leone

Shown below are the perceptions of a village in Sierra Leone as drawn by a group of men and a group of women. The diagrams were drawn on the ground at different times and locations and were then copied onto paper. 
The men put emphasis on the outside of the village and desired changes where outsiders would see them when passing on the road. They emphasised the location of meeting places, such as cotton trees, the long dry log and the broken tractor. 

The women, by contrast, emphasised the village itself, though with less detail. They showed the school and hospital in a disproportionately large size. Women drew the boundary first, men drew the roads. 

[image: image2.jpg]fig-TL Women's Map of their village and
proposed changes. (see dlso fig-I

figI. Men's Map of their village and
proposed changes (see also fig.Ir for
comparison )’

for comp ari son)

Fields
firewood

0]
hospibol.

School

X cotton tree

collect water Hace
from bridge AMO9%  pelds
2 o~ Junchon
illage. Field
w“agﬂ- ) s
chief
open space 4 ® chairman
belongingte tong dry log chairman's tractor
someone a'oss‘“t ’.ﬁ':k‘ Ao (broken)
R illage dru

'ing v % cotton trea

Fieids.
Fields

Changes:
“In this part of the country women
dont have the power to decide where

any of these things should be The men

have the last 50\5."

Then they chose to place :

@ the hospital (note its relative size)

@ school , @ football field

® well near the focktball field

® well bekween hospital and school

® well in the middle of town

(P \atrines near the school field for children,

women go to
stream to feteh
water, behind bridsa«

bridge

2 ¢
women fetch °‘v,’
water and wash
clothes,

Great Interest shown

in details of roads +
junctions .

Changes:
They want ® hospital and @

school along the left road
(tne“best place for them®)

and @+ ® wells {older men

Say 2 wells enough , cthers
wont well & near school . Also
Lhm_.j want an administration hall




PAGE  
1
Exercise for Training
File name: M08U02_ exercise_Mental map analysis.doc
Last modified on: 16 March 2010

